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Banjo Paterson – Vessel Information 

Banjo Paterson is a traditional 60ft sloop built in Melbourne in 1973 and was originally designed as a cruiser racer.   
At the time of building she was one of the largest boats of her kind to be built in Australia and has developed a rich 
history to her name.  This 30 ton steel yacht has sailed three Sydney to Hobart’s, taken line honors in a Sydney to 
Noumea and amazingly still holds the race record for the Sydney to Suva race set in the late 1970s.  
 
In 1981 she was fitted out with the necessary equipment to operate as a charter yacht, and operated out of Sydney 
Harbour.   In 1983 Banjo came up to the Whitsunday’s and began her new life as the first ferry to transport guests 
from the mainland to Hamilton Island until new high speed catamarans took over in the late 80s. 
 
Currently Banjo Paterson operates scheduled day cruises to Whitehaven Beach & Sunset Sails within the sheltered 
waters surrounding Hamilton Island. She is available however for part or full day charters to be a part of your wedding 
celebration. 
 
The rates for the Banjo Paterson are made up of three components. One is the cost of the vessel which is a flat fee 
depending on the duration, time of day and number of passengers. The second is the food & beverage component 
which is charged per person, the third is the reef tax (environmental management charge) which is charged for all 
persons 3 years and over.  
  

Charter Rates for Sole Use of the Banjo Paterson 

 

Cruise Type 

 

Up to 15 passengers 

 

16 to 34 passengers 
 

Sunset Sail  
 

$890.00 
 

$1,100.00 

Part Day Sail $1,650.00 $1,900.00 

Full Day Sail $2,250.00 $2,400.00 

 

Additional Sailing Time:  $ 450.00 per hour (or part thereof) 

A passenger is deemed as any person to whom reef tax (EMC) is payable All fees stated above include GST 

 
Reef Levy – This is a combined fee levied by the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA), the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Administration costs 
Total cost of this levy for day charters is $7.00pp comprising of $5pp GBRMPA, $1.55pp for EPA & .45c 

Administration fee. Cost of this levy for evening charters is $2.50pp for GBRMP only.
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Cruise Explanations for Banjo Paterson 

Sunset Sail: 
V The normal duration of this cruise is one and a half hours but can be a maximum of two hours. An additional 

charge will apply for the part hour.  
V This cruise operates within the sheltered waters surrounding Hamilton Island so is always calm water cruising.  
V The departure times will vary throughout the year depending on the time of sunset. 
V The sunset sail includes a light nibbles platter of cheeses, dips & sliced salami. 

 

Part Day Sail: 
V This cruise is normally up to four hours but is available for a maximum of five hours. Additional charges 

however will apply. 
V One beach visit is available on the part day sail. To visit Whitehaven Beach however a minimum of five hours is 

required. 
V The part day sail must return to Hamilton Island Marina by 4pm. 

 
Day Sail: 
V The normal duration of the full day cruise is up to seven hours & must return by 4pm 
V When chartering the vessel, the destination on the day is dependent on the weather and your requests. 

Generally we visit Whitehaven Beach and Chalkies Beach which are located in the same bay. 
V All cruises on the Banjo Paterson are subject to weather. 
V Swimming is available on all day cruises however snorkelling is dependent upon the destination on the day 

and is not guarantees.  
V Being a traditional vessel the Banjo Paterson may not suit all guests attending the wedding celebration for a 

full day cruise.  

V If using Banjo Paterson to visit Whitehaven Beach for your wedding please be aware that these plans are very 
weather dependent.  

 
 

 

Catering Options for Banjo Paterson 

 

Sunset Sail  

 

Part Day Sail 

 

Day Sail 

 
V Finger Food (cold) from $18.50pp 
V Finger Sandwiches $12.90pp 
V Nibbles Platter $12.50pp  

 

 
V Whitsunday Lunch $19pp 
V Finger Sandwiches $12.90pp 

 
V Whitsunday Lunch $19pp 
V Shipwrights Lunch $35pp 
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Whitsunday Lunch - $19 pp  
 
Morning tea is served upon boarding comprising of plunger coffee and a selection of teas. Also available will be a 
biscuit and cake selection.  
 
Lunch is a selection of wraps and paninis served with assorted fillings as follows;  
 
V Leg ham & salad  
V Turkey & salad  
V  Smoked Salmon & Salad  
V Vegetarian  

 
Afternoon tea will include a tropical fresh fruit platter of whatever product is available at that time of the year 
 
 
 
 
 

Shipwrights Lunch - $33 pp  
 
Morning tea is served upon boarding comprising of plunger coffee and a selection of teas. Also available will be a 
biscuit and cake selection.  
 
Buffet style lunch served on the lower deck incorporating the following;  
 
V Cold meats platter comprising of thinly sliced rare roast beef, leg ham & turkey  
V Four styles of gourmet salads such as tossed garden salad, potato salad, pasta salad & one other style pending 

on availability of product.  
V Large cooked Queensland prawns – ready to peel and feast served with seafood dipping sauce  
V Bread rolls and condiments to suit  

Please note: Prawns can be excluded from this menu less $4 pp 
 
Afternoon tea will include a tropical fresh fruit platter of whatever product is available at that time of the year 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whitsunday Lunch - $19pp 

Shipwrights Lunch - $35pp 
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Finger Food by Design 
 
We appreciate that everyone has different tastes and ideas so we have provided the opportunity to put together your 
own finger food menu. This menu is designed for stand up functions.  
 
Canapés – Served Cold  
 
V Oysters served natural with eschalot & red wine vinegar  
V Beef tartar with horseradish aioli on cucumber round  
V Tartlet of goats curd, caramelized onion & semi dried tomato  
V Cucumber, picked ginger & black sesame sushi with soy  
V Rolled smoked salmon crepe with spring onion cream cheese  

Selection served over a 2 hour function  
 

Option One    Choose 4 items    $18.50pp  
 
Option Two    Choose 5 items    $23.50pp  
 

 
 
 
 

 
ADDITIONAL EXTRAS 

  

FINGER SANDWICHES - $12.90pp 
 

Select 4 of the following items  
V Turkey and cranberry  
V Chicken, rocket & garlic aioli  
V Leg ham, marinated feta & roasted capsicum  
V Salami, tomato & spinach  
V Vegetarian  

Also available as a lunch option combined with a nibbles platter or other items 
 

ANTIPASTO PLATTER - $12.50 pp  
 

Antipasto style platter with a variety of cheeses, dips, sliced salami, olives and nuts accompanied with a variety of 
biscuits.  
 

 

Finger Food by Design 

Additional Food Extras 
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Important Information 
 

FOOD AND BEVERAGE 
V The menu selections and menu prices indicated in portfolio are current at the time of printing in July 2009. 

They may change up to three months prior to your function date.  
V Final food and beverage options MUST be confirmed with your wedding consultant one month prior to the day 

of the charter; this is due to supplier availability and seasonal changes.  
V In accordance with the Responsible Service of Alcohol requirements, our staff may refuse alcohol service to 

persons they believe are intoxicated or those who do not have proof of age. 
V BYO food and beverage is not available on the Banjo Paterson. 
 

BOARDING AND DEPARTURE TIMES 

V All departures will be from the Cruise Indigo jetty located on Front Street opposite the Ice Cream Parlour. 
Please allow 15 minutes for boarding guests. 

V The Banjo Paterson will endeavour to depart at the agreed departure time. If you or your guests are late the 
Banjo Paterson will be required to return to the harbour at the scheduled agreed time. No extra time will be 
allocated due to lateness on behalf of the guests/bridal party unless prior arrangements have been made with 
Cruise Indigo Operations.  

 

BEACH WEDDINGS 

V All beach weddings are weather dependant. Whitehaven beach is inaccessible in northerly winds. In these 
conditions an alternate beach will be sought that offers more protection.   

V If you are having a beach wedding the Banjo Paterson will supply an esky and champagne glasses (plastic) for 
toasting at a surcharge of $10pp. 

V A tender is required to transport passengers to and from the beach. This is included in the cost, however guests 
are asked to wear suitable boating attire as wading into the water may be required.  

 

FINAL NUMBERS 

V Final numbers and full payment are required no later than one month to the commencement of the charter.  
 

DAMAGE & THEFT 

V The Banjo Paterson Crew spends a great deal of time and effort to ensure that we exceed your expectations. If 
the boat and/or its fixtures/appliances are lost or damaged in any way as a result of the actions of your guests 
then you will be liable to cover the cost of their repair/replacement of the loss/damage. 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. Your Contract  
Your contract is with Denison Star Pty Ltd ABN 
26099883968 trading as Cruise Indigo.  
 
Once you have made your booking and paid a deposit,  
the cost of your charter as quoted will normally not be 
subject to any change. However, Cruise Indigo reserves 
the right to amend charges relating to any increases in 
GST, Government and Reef Taxes as applicable.  
 
2. Deposit & Payment  
A non refundable deposit of $500.00 is required to 
secure the booking and can be paid by cash, credit card 
or direct deposit.  
 
Visa & Mastercard payments attract a 1.5% processing 
fee, with AMEX payments attracting a 3% processing 
fee – Diners card is not accepted.  
 

For direct deposit: 
Cruise Indigo 
BSB: 084 501  
Account: 54 085 5421  
 

Cheques to be payable to ‘Cruise Indigo’ PO Box 227, 
Hamilton Island QLD 4803.  
 
A contract exists as soon as the deposit is paid and by 
making that payment you will be deemed to have 
accepted our quotation invoice and agree to be bound 
by our booking conditions.  
 
3. Payment Policy  
We ask that a non refundable deposit of $500.00 is paid 
to confirm your booking.  
 
One month prior (30 days) we ask for 100% of your 
vessel charter fee to be paid.  
 
At this time we also ask that all food specifications be 
confirmed and paid for. If you do not specify your 
choice by this requested timing we reserve the right to 
choose your menu and charge accordingly.  
 

4. Passenger Numbers  
An estimate of passenger numbers must be provided upon 
booking – this is to ensure that the appropriate cruise & 
food options have been selected. If the numbers vary 
greatly, this may affect the type of cruise and food options 
available to you and may vary from what was originally 
discussed.  
Final passenger numbers must be confirmed 14 days prior 
to charter. If your numbers are greater than confirmed, 
additional costs will apply for catering, staff and reef tax 
requirements.  
 
5. Cancellation Policy  
You may cancel your arrangements but pending the timing 
of this, charges may apply.  
Cancellation charges are payable as follows:  
All confirmed bookings will attract a $500 administration 
cancellation fee.  
Less than 30 days & more than 14 days prior  
V 50% of charter fee  

Less than 14 days & more than 7 days prior  
V 75% of charter fee  

Within 7 days of Charter  
V 100% of the charter fee & catering costs 

 
6. Indemnity  
The charterer must accept responsibility for the proper 
conduct of themselves and any members of their party. We 
reserve the right to remove any guest from the vessel. 
Upon such termination our responsibility for your charter 
ceases and we shall not be liable for any extra costs or 
liabilities incurred by you.  
 
7. Weather  
All charters are subject to weather and tidal conditions and 
the captain’s discretion. Whilst every endeavour will be 
made to accommodate destination requests, the weather 
will play a vital role in such decision. We reserve the right 
change the destination on the day to suit the weather 
conditions. 

 


